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for all of us, and a great relief to Topsy." The results of this arrangement on the fortunes of his venture are uncertain. On the one hand, the magazine became greatly overweighted with Fulford's own compositions both in prose and verse; yet without his energy, it may be doubtful whether the task of 'getting out a number somehow on the first of every month would ever have been accomplished. There was some idea, which however did not take effed, of having illustrations after the precedent set by Eraser's Magazine, and by the Pre-Raphaelite " Germ." An elaborately facetious drawing <ofcc Faulkner's Improved Sewerage/' designed by Burne-Jones for an article on Sanitation by Faulkner, is still extant : and Fulford writes in March,cc I exped Edward will have an illustration in the Magazine in April/* It was only the expense which stood in the way. As it was, the deficit on the year's accounts was several hundred pounds, all of which came out of Morris's pocket. The only illustrations issued in connexion with the magazine were two photographs of the medallion portraits by Woolner of Carlyle and Tennyson; and these were printed and sold separately.
The venture received slight, though not unfavourable, notices in the press; 750 copies of the first number were printed, and a further supply of 250 copies had to be added. But a large number of these were presentation copies, and the circulation of the succeeding numbers slowly fell off. At the end of the year there was a large stock of unsold copies on the publishers' shelves. But encouragement came from valued sources. Ruskin praised it warmly, and gave some sort of promise, which however was not carried out, to contribute to it Fulford writes on the 9th of January, a Ruskin has sent a most jolly note to Jones, promising to write for us when he has time, which won't be at present. But he is very despondent: he